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BUILDING A LIBRARY WEBSITE WITH GOOGLE SITES:  

A CASE STUDY OF PVP COLLEGE LIBRARY,  

KAVATHE MAHANKAL 
Mr. Mahesh M. Kamble 

Librarian, 

Padmabhushan Vasantraodada Patil Mahavidyalaya,  

Kavathe Mahankal, Sangli 

 

Abstract:  

This research article presents a comprehensive case study on the development 
of a library website using Google Sites at PVP College Library in Kavathe 
Mahankal. The objective of this study was to explore the features and benefits of 
Google Sites as a free web development tool for creating an effective and user-
friendly library website. The research methodology employed in this study involved 
a combination of a literature review, an analysis of existing library websites, and the 
practical implementation of Google Sites for the PVP College Library. The case 
study showcases the website sections, including circulars, news and events, library at 
a glance, new arrivals, N-list quick access, photo gallery, social sites, about us, 
electronic resources, college repository, subscribed resources, open access resources, 
old question papers, online e-newspapers, Vasant magazine, students' section, useful 
links, ask a librarian, and contact us. The findings of the case study highlight the 
advantages and limitations of using Google Sites for library website development 
and provide valuable insights for other libraries seeking to improve their online 
presence. 

Keywords:  

Library Website, Information Resources, Web Site, Home Page, Open Access, 
Open Source, E-Resources. 

 

Introduction:  

In the digital age, library websites have become essential tools for libraries to 
expand their services and engage with a wider audience. These websites serve as 
virtual gateways, connecting users to vast resources and services offered by the 
library. A well-designed library website enhances user experiences, facilitates access 
to information resources, and fosters meaningful interactions between the library and 
its users. It provides a seamless and intuitive interface for users to explore the 
library's collections, including books, journals, multimedia materials, and other 
resources. The website also serves as a platform for accessing electronic resources, 
such as e-books, e-journals, databases, and digital archives. 
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Keeping users informed about the latest news, events, and activities is another 
crucial aspect of a library website. It serves as a central hub for disseminating 
important announcements, creating a sense of community and keeping users 
engaged. Interactivity and user engagement are key features of a modern library 
website, allowing users to interact with library staff, ask questions, seek assistance, 
and provide feedback. Online forms and chat services can facilitate communication 
between users and librarians. Social media integration enables libraries to extend 
their reach and connect with users through popular platforms like Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram, fostering a sense of community, encouraging discussions, and 
promoting user-generated content. 

Choosing the right web development tool is crucial for creating an effective 
library website that meets user expectations and aligns with the library's objectives. 
Google Sites, a free web development tool, offers a user-friendly interface, drag-and-
drop functionality, and seamless integration with other Google services, making it 
accessible for library staff with limited technical expertise to create and maintain a 
visually appealing and functional website. 

Objectives: 

● To explore the features and functionalities of Google Sites as a free web 
development tool for creating a library website. 

● To develop a user-friendly and informative library website for PVP College Library 
using Google Sites. 

● To provide recommendations and best practises for utilising Google Sites in library 
website development 

Review of Literature: 

A library website should accurately reflect its mission and guiding principles. 
The website queue is the only means for a library to make services available to 
customers.  The main focus of the essay is how crucial a standard website is, 
regardless of how a library is structured.  It highlights the precision and 
dependability of the content supporting the website.  Additionally, evaluation 
standards for the typical website are covered.  The Eight New Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT) has offered a comparative analysis of the website content available.  
Paper might be considered a single-source manual for building a website for a big or 
small library.  Important Terms: Wiki, Web Contents, Blogs, and Library 
Users.(Kumar & Bansal, 2014) 

The creation of home pages is becoming more and more of a focus for 
libraries, and website design software has filled a void in the web design industry. 
Users don't need to hire expensive designers to build their dream websites; all they 
need is a computer, internet access, and software. This strategy makes the process of 
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creating websites more pleasurable and accessible. With the help of the website 
builder, people may design their own websites without the need for technical 
expertise or experience. The tool intends to make website building easy, accessible, 
and pleasurable. As a result, internet design is now more accessible and diversified, 
enabling libraries to make their own distinctive websites that are interesting to 
visitors..(Bangalore & Y, 2012) 

 The current state of the content on the websites of university libraries in India. 
Establishes a technique for evaluating the performance of library websites in terms of 
their overall website performance calculation (OWPC) and criteria-wise website 
performance calculation (CWPC). 20 core universities and 19 important national 
institutions, including Indian universities, were compared. According to the defined 
criteria, academic libraries from Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) and Indian 
Institutes of Management (IIMs) contend that central university library websites lack 
the content knowledge of institutes of national importance. The evaluated criteria 
could help librarians and webmasters increase the level of content awareness on their 
library websites.(Shukla & Tripathi, 2010) 

Library websites offer interaction with the library catalogue, allowing users to 
renew or request items. Libraries can organize periodicals, electronic reference 
collections, and subscribed databases. This study focuses on creating and setting up 
an OPAC process to help identify books and link them to library websites. The goal 
is to provide a comprehensive resource for users to access and utilize library 
resources.(Nagaiah et al., 2021) 

Research Methodology:  

The present study's research method employed a step-by-step approach. First, 
a thorough literature research was carried out to obtain information on the best 
practices for creating library websites. This involved looking at scholarly books, 
journals, and internet resources about user experience, usability, and website design. 
In order to find common characteristics and functionalities that could be 
implemented into the PVP College Library website, an investigation of current 
library websites was also done. The website components were constructed based on 
the given needs, and Google Sites was finally integrated as the web construction tool. 

Free Website Developing Tools:  

This provides an overview of various free web development tools available on 
the market. It discusses the advantages and limitations of using free tools for creating 
a library website, including considerations such as cost-effectiveness, ease of use, 
scalability, and customization options. 
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There are several free website development tools available that can help you create 
and design a website without having to write code from scratch. Some popular 
options include: 

1. Word Press is a well-known content management system, enabling you to build 
a website with an intuitive interface.. 

2. Wix is a website builder that offers drag-and-drop functionality and configurable 
themes for building websites. 

3. Weebly is another website builder that offers a simple drag-and-drop interface 
and customizable templates. 

4. Google Sites is a free website builder that allows users to create basic websites 
quickly and easily. It offers a range of customizable templates and integrates 
with other Google services like Google Drive Google's tools and templates. 

5. Bootstrap is a front-end development framework that allows you to create 
responsive websites with pre-built components. 

6. GitHub Pages is a hosting service that allows you to create a website using 
GitHub's repository and hosting tools. 

7. Joomla: Joomla is a content management system that provides a selection of 
website creation and administration templates and add-ons. 

8. Drupal:  Another well-liked content management system, Drupal provides a 
selection of editable website layouts and modules. 

9. Magento: This open-source e-commerce platform provides a number of tools 
for building online stores, including customizable layouts and plugins. 

10. Shopify: A well-liked e-commerce platform, Shopify enables customers to 
easily develop and manage online stores. It integrates with well-known payment 
systems and offers a selection of customisable designs and features. 

These tools may have limitations in terms of customization and functionality, but 
they can be a great starting point for building your own website. 

Introduction to Google Sites:  

Google Sites is introduced as a popular and user-friendly web development tool 
suitable for creating library websites. The section highlights the platform's simplicity 
and its drag-and-drop interface, which allow users to build websites without any 
coding knowledge. Additionally, Google Sites enables collaboration among multiple 
users, making it suitable for library staff to contribute to the website's content and 
maintenance. 
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Features of Google Sites:  

This explores the key features of Google Sites that make it a suitable choice for 
building a library website. It covers customizable templates, responsive design, 
integration with other Google services (such as Google Drive, Google Calendar, and 
Google Maps), and the ability to embed multimedia content. The user-friendly 
interface and intuitive editing options are emphasised, enabling librarians to update 
and manage the website easily. 

Advantages of Using Google Sites:  

● Google Sites is an accessible, cost-effective, and user-friendly solution for 
developing and maintaining a library website. It offers a user-friendly interface, 
seamless integration with Google Workspace, and a responsive design that 
ensures your website looks and functions well on smartphones and tablets. 
Google Sites is free to use, making it a cost-effective solution for libraries with 
limited budgets. 

● The platform also offers customization options, allowing users to choose from 
different themes, colours, fonts, and layouts to match their branding and style. 
Multiple people can work on the same Google Site simultaneously, allowing for 
collaboration among staff members and streamlining the website development 
process. 

● Google Sites is hosted on Google's servers, ensuring security and reliability. It 
supports embedding multimedia elements, allowing for engaging content and 
showcasing library resources, events, and services effectively. It can 
accommodate the needs of both small and large libraries, ensuring accessibility 
and responsiveness even with increased traffic or content. 

● Google Sites integrates with Google Analytics, providing valuable data and 
insights about your library website's performance. By tracking metrics such as 
visitor traffic, popular pages, and user behaviour, libraries can make data-driven 
decisions to enhance the user experience and optimize the site's effectiveness. 
Overall, Google Sites is an accessible, cost-effective, and user-friendly solution 
for libraries to provide valuable online resources and services to their patrons. 

Introduction to PVP College Library:  

Established in 1978, the Padmabhushan Vasantraodada Patil Mahavidyalaya 
Library is a vital resource centre for the college community. With a substantial 
collection of 85,000 books and 68 print periodicals, the library caters to the academic 
needs of the college community. As a member of the N-LIST program, facilitated by 
INFLIBNET, the library offers access to over 200,000 e-books and 5000+ full-text 
periodicals. The N-LIST program provides free access to over 30 lakh e-books and 
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 over 6,000 electronic periodicals, enabling students and faculty members to 
conduct in-depth research and expand their knowledge base. The library's digital 
resources contribute to the development of critical thinking skills, information 
literacy, and independent research abilities among the college community. 

Regular updates and additions to the digital collection ensure relevance and 
current resources are provided to users. The Padmabhushan Vasantraodada Patil 
Mahavidyalaya Library promotes a culture of lifelong learning and intellectual 
growth among its students and faculty. PVP library website can be accessed at 
https://sites.google.com/view/pvplibrarykm it is a dynamic website.  

PVP Library Website Sections:  

This library provides a detailed description of the various sections and pages 
included in the PVP library website developed using Google Sites. Each section is 
explained in brief, including its content, and functionalities. 

● Home Page: The home page serves as the central hub of the website and 
includes sections such as  

o Circulars: 

o News and Events:  

o Library at a Glance:  

o New Arrivals:  

o N-List Quick Access: 

o A Photo Gallery:  

o Social Sites: 
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● About Us: This page provides information about the library, including its  

o Online Public Access Catalogue (OPAC): 

o Library App: 

o Library Feedback Form: 

 

● Electronic Resources: This page highlights the library's electronic resources, 
including the  

● College Repository: which contains  

o M.Phil. and Ph.D. theses: 

o major projects: 

o Minor projects: 

o MRP final reports: 

o research articles: 

o departmental blogs:  

● Subscribed Resources:  INFLIBNET's NLIST  

● Open Access Resources: Such As  

o E-Books: 

o E-Journals: 

o E-Theses:  

o Specific Subject Gateways: 
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o Other Institutional Repositories: 

o Virtual Labs: 

● Old Question Papers: This Page provides access to old question papers for all 
classes, allowing students to review previous examinations. Students can obtain 
and examine prior exam question papers on the library's website in the area titled 
"Old Question Papers." Students can better prepare for forthcoming exams by 
being familiar with the exam structure and question types thanks to this useful 
resource. 

● Online E-Newspapers: Users can access online editions of various newspapers 
through this section, providing them with current news and information. Users get 
easy access to a variety of newspapers in digital format through the Online E-
Newspapers area. Users may stay informed about current events and keep up with 
the newest news, articles, and information from a variety of sources, which will 
help them learn more. 

● Vasant Magazine: The College’s annual magazine, Vasant, is showcased in this 
section, allowing users to browse through past issues. This area acts as the 
magazine's digital archive, giving readers the chance to explore stories, features, 
and original works from earlier issues while also preserving the College's history 
and accomplishments. 

  

● Students' Section: This section caters specifically to students, providing 
information about the  
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o Admission Process: This section contains comprehensive details regarding the 
college's admissions system, including application guidelines, eligibility 
requirements, deadlines, and any necessary supporting papers. It acts as a 
manual for prospective students, assisting them as they go easily through the 
entrance criteria.  

o Question Bank: Students get access to a database of test questions from 
previous years as well as a selection of practice questions in this part, called 
Question Bank. It helps students prepare for exams by giving them access to a 
variety of sample questions so they may practise and become comfortable with 
the exam structure. 

o Examination Timetable: Students can view the schedule of upcoming exams 
under the subsection titled "Examination Timetable." It gives information about 
each exam, such as the date, time, and location, enabling students to efficiently 
arrange their study schedules and make sure they are well-prepared for their 
exams. 

o Junior Library Card Form:  Students can view and complete the junior library 
card application in this area. Students within a specified age range generally 
receive junior library cards, giving them access to the collection's materials and 
services. 

o Senior Library Card Form:  Students can access and complete the application 
for a senior library card by going to the Senior Library Card Form part. Higher-
level students often receive senior library cards, which give them greater access 
to library materials and services. 
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● Useful Links: A compilation of useful links relevant to library resources, 
research tools, and educational websites Marathi Vishwakosh, Dictionary by 
Farlex, Dictionary, Wikipedia, Reference Style Guide, Guinness Word\ld 
Records, Google Scholar, Maps of India, How Products are made, National 
Geographic, How stuff works, News Papers and is provided in this section. 

 

● Ask A Librarian:  The Ask a Librarian feature allows users to contact library 
staff via email for personalized assistance, ensuring timely responses to 
questions and concerns. It provides direct communication with knowledgeable 
professionals, enabling users to request research guidance, locate resources, and 
seek general information. 

 

● Contact Us: The library's Contact Us section provides multiple communication 
channels for users to reach staff, including email addresses, landline phone 
numbers, and mobile phones. This section aims to facilitate easy and efficient 
interaction between users and staff members, ensuring a smooth and convenient 
experience. 
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Suggestions for Further Studies: 

Further studies could focus on evaluating user satisfaction and usability of the 
website and conducting user surveys or focus groups to gather feedback and 
suggestions for improvements. Exploring emerging technologies such as artificial 
intelligence, chat-bots, or personalised recommendation systems could also enhance 
the user experience and support information retrieval. 

Conclusion:  

A well-designed library website is a vital component in today's digital 
landscape. It serves as a gateway to the library's resources and services, offering 
users the convenience of accessing information anytime and anywhere. By 
leveraging appropriate web development tools, such as Google Sites, libraries can 
create user-friendly websites that enhance user experiences, promote engagement, 
and contribute to the overall mission of the library by disseminating knowledge and 
fostering lifelong learning.  

In conclusion, the Padmabhushan Vasantraodada Patil Mahavidyalaya 
Library has recognised the significance of a well-designed library website in 
providing seamless access to its extensive collection and services. By utilising 
Google Sites, the library has created an intuitive and user-friendly online platform 
that caters to the needs of its diverse user base.The website encompasses various 
sections, such as the Home Page, About Us, Electronic Resources, College 
Repository, Subscribed Resources, Open Access Resources, Old Question Papers, 
Online E-Newspapers, Vasant Magazine, Students' Section, Useful Links, Ask A 
Librarian, and Contact Us. Each section is carefully curated to deliver relevant 
content, functionalities, and resources to the library's users, including students, 
faculty, researchers, and the wider college community. The library's website offers 
easy access to resources such as the online public access catalogue (OPAC),  
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electronic resources provided through the N-LIST programme, the college 
repository containing theses, projects, and research articles, subscribed resources, 
open access resources, old question papers, online e-newspapers, the Vasant 
magazine archive, and sections dedicated to students with admission details, question 
banks, examination timetables, and library card applications. Furthermore, the 
website incorporates features like a photo gallery, social media integration, library 
feedback forms, and the option to contact library staff for personalised assistance 
through the "Ask A Librarian" feature. Additionally, regularly updating and 
expanding the electronic resources section, including e-books, e-journals, and subject 
gateways, will ensure that users have access to the latest scholarly materials and 
research tools. 

Overall, the Padmabhushan Vasantraodada Patil Mahavidyalaya Library has 
embraced the importance of a well-designed library website to meet the evolving 
needs of its users. By leveraging technology and continuously improving the 
website's functionality and content, the library can successfully disseminate 
knowledge, foster research, and provide an enriching digital experience to its users. 
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